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NORTHWICH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

For  the  Year  ending  December  3 1st,  1913. 


Population  at  Census,  1912  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18,151 

„  Estimated  to  middle  of  1912  . .  . .  . .  •  •  18,660 

Area  in  Acres  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  1,758 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  26*0 

Death  „  „  „  ,,  . .  . .  .  •  •  •  •  •  • 

,,  ,,  from  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  . .  •  •  1*7 

Deaths  under  1  year,  to  1,000  Births  . .  . .  . .  •  •  137 


The  Urban  District  and  Township  of  Northwich  now  includes 
what  were  formerly  the  Parishes  of  Witton-cum-Twambrooks, 
Northwich,  and  Castle-Northwich,  and  parts  of  the  parishes  of 
Hartford,  Leftwich  aud  Winnington,  and  its  population  estimated 
to  the  middle  of  1912  is  18,400. 

The  town  proper  is  very  low  lying  and  is  intersected  by  the  river 
Weaver  and  its  tributary  the  Dane.  A  considerable  portion  of  the 
town  is  not  more  than  50ft.  above  sea  level. 

The  principal  industries  are  chemical  and  salt  manufactures, 
with  some  shipbuilding  and  iron  foundries.  As  a  market  town  it 
serves  some  proportion  of  the  surrounding  agricultural  area. 

Subsidence,  caused  by  the  pumping  of  brine,  is  a  source  of  great 
sanitary  inconvenience,  as  it  cracks  floors  and  pavements,  alters  the 
fall  of  channels  and  sewers  and  causes  them  to  sag. 
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Births. — The  total  number  of  Births  registered  (corrected)  was 
487  giving  a  rate  of  26‘0  per  1,000.  Of  these  births  251  were  males 
and  236  females.  The  following  Table  gives  full  particulars. 


Males. 

Females 

Total  per 
Quarter 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Number  of 
Illegitimate  Births. 

1st  quarter 

64 

52 

116 

3 

M., 

3  F.  = 

6 

2nd  ,, 

58 

60 

118 

3 

M., 

2  F.  = 

5 

3rd 

67 

59 

126 

3 

M., 

2  F.  = 

5 

4th  „ 

62 

65 

127 

3 

M, 

4F.= 

7 

Whole  year  25 1 

236 

487 

26*0  12 

M., 

11  F.= 

23  Rate=:4‘5. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  259. 


The  number  of  births,  after  correction  for  absentees  from — and  ' 
strangers  to — the  district,  was  291.  The  number  of  illegitimate  births 
was  23  which  is  equivalent  to  4  5  per  cent  of  the  total  number  and  to 
be  more  accurate  4‘5  per  1,000  births. 

Deaths. —  The  total  number  of  deaths  occurring  of  persons 
belonging  to  this  district  was  269,  of  which  33  occurred  in  the  Union 
House  and  Victoria  Infirmary,  but  not  all  of  them  being  persons 
from  this  district. 

There  were  20  deaths  from  tubercular  diseases. 

There  were  35  from  Zymotic  diseases  including  influenza  and 
diarrhoea. 

Twelve  deaths  were  from  cancer,  20  from  diseases  of  the  heart,  35 
from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  2  from  appendicitis,  6  from 
alcoholism  and  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  34  from  premature  birth,  &c., 
and  the  same  number  from  old  age,  7  from  violence  and  the 
remainder  from  various  other  causes. 

Inquests  were  held  upon  24  deaths,  3  were  infants  under  4  months 
who  died  from  convulsions  (2)  and  premature  birth  (l),  4  were  from 
burns  and  scalds,  1  was  the  body  of  a  man  ‘  found  dead  in  river,”  2 
were  from  broken  legs  producing  exhaustion  in  an  aged  person  and 
tetanus  in  a  young  one,  1  man  was  trapped  in  a  lift,  and  the 
remainder  were  from  natural  causes  such  as  apoplexy  (3),  bronchitis 
and  pneumonia  (3),  heart  disease,  diarrhoea,  perforating  duodenal 
ulcer,  chronic  alcoholism  (scarcely  however  a  natural  cause),  &c. 

Infantile  Mortality  . — The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 
year  old  was  67  which  is  equal  to  a  rate  per  1,000  (births)  of  137. 
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It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Table  10  that  diarrhoea  and  enteritis 
caused  6  deaths,  scarlet  fever  1,  and  that  none  occurred  from  any 
other  Zymotic  disease. 

Only  2  deaths  were  from  tuberculosis,  while  9  were  due  to 
pneumonia  and  bronchitis. 

Three  deaths  were  of  illegitimate  children,  1  lived  nearly  a  year 
and  died  from  hydrocephalus,  another  from  diarrhoea  at  4  months 
and  the  last  from  debility  when  only  15  hours  old  (in  the  Workhouse). 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  is  now  adopted  and  all  houses  where 
births  have  occurred  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitor  and  their 
environment  supervised.  Of  the  children  born  during  the  year  27 
have  died. 

Each  case  of  the  death  of  an  infant  is  the  subject  of  a  special 
visit  and  report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Any  sanitary  defects 
thus  found  are  remedied.  Two  were  thus  cured  by  verbal  request 
to  the  owner. 

Infectious  Disease. — The  prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease  has 
been  somewhat  heavy  during  the  year.  In  the  early  part  an  epidemic 
of  measles  came  over  the  Witton  end  of  the  town  and  school 
closure  was  resorted  to.  This  quelled  the  outbreak  for  some  few  weeks 
but  it  then  began  to  increase  again  and  the  school  closure  was 
repeated  with  happy  results.  The  following  schools  were  closed: — 

Paradise  St.  C.E.  for  Measles,  from  January  13th  to  Feby.  3rd. 

Victoria  Road  do.  do.  do.  do. 

Paradise  St.  C.E.  do.  do.  April  22nd  to  May  12th. 

The  deaths  from  infectious  diseases  number  33,  13  being  from 
diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  all  of  which  occurred  in  the  hot  months, 
chiefly  July  and  August. 

The  comparatively  large  number  of  10  cases  of  typhoid  fever  was 
notified.  The  first  was  notified  in  April  and  does  not  appear  to  have 
any  connection  with  the  others.  At  the  end  of  July  another  case 
occurred  in  New  Street,  followed  in  14  days  by  2  more  in  the 
vicinity  and  this  is  the  place  where  2  small  outbreaks  have  occurred 
at  former  periods.  It  is  the  Irish  quarter  and  there  are  some 
common  lodging  houses  close  by. 

All  the  cases  were  sent  to  Hospital  and  drastic  steps  to  disinfect 
the  houses,  cesspools  and  sewers  taken,  the  streets  and  channels  were 
washed  down  with  disinfectant  and  the  sewers  also  flushed.  The 
last  case  occurred  on  October  28th. 

Diphtheria  has  been  prevalent  throughout  the  year  and  mostly  the 
Witton  and  Danebridge  districts  have  been  visited.  The  cases  are 
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nearly  all  in  children  of  school  age  and  the  schools  are  probably  the 
chief  disseminating  agency,  probably  mild  unrecognised  cases 
carrying  the  infection.  Eleven  of  the  23  cases  were  confirmed 
pathologically. 

One  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified,  but  it  died  after  three  days 
and  was  certified  as  meningitis. 

In  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  the  premises  are  immediately 
visited  by  the  Sanitary  Officials,  advice  and  disinfectants  given  and 
and  the  case  removed  to  Hospital  if  adequate  isolation  is  not 
attainable,  the  house-mates,  if  school  children,  are  kept  from  school 
until  such  time  as  the  house  is  disinfected. 

Pathological  examinations  are  made  on  the  request  of  any 
Practitioner,  by  Professor  Delepine  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  Manchester,  the  Urban  Council  bearing  the  cost.  During  the 
year  45  specimens  have  been  submitted.  Swabs  from  throats 
suspected  of  diphtheritic  infection  have  given — 11  confirmatory 
re-actions  and  23  negative  ones;  6  of  the  typhoid  fever  cases  were 
confirmed  by  the  pathological  examination  of  the  blood  and  5 
samples  gave  a  negative  re-action. 

Antitoxin  (diphtheritic)  is  also  provided  by  the  Council  through 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  cases  of  diphtheria  arising  in  the 
district  and  300,000  units  have  been  used  by  Practitioners  during 
the  year. 

Ptomaine  poisoning. — An  outbreak  of  this  disease  occurred  on 
the  30th  of  May,  some  score  of  people  being  attacked  by  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea.  It  was  found  that  all  had  partaken  of  pressed  beef 
and  two  portions  were  secured  which  had  been  left  over  from  meals 
at  which  the  patients  had  evidently  contracted  the  complaint.  The 
whole  of  the  pressed  beef  at  the  shop  from  which  the  tainted  portions 
came  was  seized  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  samples  were  sent  to  Professor  Delepine  as  also  were  samples 
of  blood,  urine  and  faces. 

Very  numerous  and  exhaustive  microscopical  and  culture  tests 
were  made  and  a  very  comprehensive  report  furnished,  but  the  net 
result  was: — 

(1)  No  direct  experimental  evidence  that  any  of  the  specimens  of 
meat  contained  noxious  bacteria  or  poisonous  substances. 

(2)  Nothing  found  in  the  products  obtained  from  patients  them¬ 
selves  which  threw  any  light  upon  the  nature  of  their  illness, 
(these  specimens  were  collected  only  6  days  after  onset  of 
disease). 

So  that  the  illness  could  not  be  by  this  means  traced  to  the  meat. 


7 


Tuberculosis. — There  have  been  26  cases  of  phthisis  notified 
and  11  cases  of  tubercular  diseases  other  than  phthisis  notified 
during  the  year. 

There  were  20  deaths  registered  from  tubercular  diseases  during 
the  same  period. 

All  cases  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitor  unless  the  notifying 
practitioner  requests  otherwise,  and  if  attainable  a  separate  bedroom 
is  advised  with  instructions  as  to  destruction  of  sputum,  &c.  Repeat 
visits  are  made  when  they  can  be  done  unostentatiously. 

Two  cases — father  and  child  from  one  house,  where  isolation  was 
utterly  impossible  were  treated  in  the  old  infectious  disease  Hospital 
at  Wade  Brook  for  upwards  of  6  months,  after  which  the  man 
refused  to  remain  and  the  two  invalids  returned  home  in  a  very  much 
better  state  of  health  than  when  admitted  into  the  Hospital — partic¬ 
ularly  the  child.  Disinfectants  are  supplied  to  all  cases  and  the 
premises  disinfected  after  death  or  removal. 

During  the  year  45  inspections  of  patients’  houses  have  been 
made  and  7  disinfected. 

Water  Supply. — There  has  been  no  alteration  during  the  year, 
the  water  supply  remaining  in  status  quo  ante ,  but  a  very  decided 
step  towards  the  much  needed  acquisition  of  additional  water  has 
been  taken,  and  application  to  Parliament  for  power  to  acquire 
water-bearing  land  about  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  present  springs 
at  Cote  Brook  will  shortly  be  made. 

The  reasons  which  make  this  necessary,  are  that  an  additional 
reservoir  is  sorely  needed,  the  present  one  at  Heyswood  only 
containing  some  three  days  supply  when  full. 

The  additional  one  will  be  constructed  at  the  Pumping  Station  and 
will  give  a  far  greater  pressure  over  the  mams  than  is  possible 
at  present.  The  whole  of  the  water  will  be  pumped  and  a  new  pipe 
line  to  Heyswood  constructed.  This  will  leave  the  present  supply 
to  continue  its  uninterrupted  flow  by  gravity  of  some  400,000  gallons 
per  diem,  and  will  not  jeopardise  the  present  pipe  by  forcing  water 
through  it  under  pressure  by  pumping. 

That  it  will  greatly  enhance  the  safety  and  health  of  the  town 
scarcely  needs  further  comment,  than  to  state  the  fact  that  at  times 
it  is  necessary  to  husband  the  supply  by  cutting  off  the  source  from 
1 1  p.m.  till  4  a.m. 

Sewerage  and  Scavenging.— The  new  sewerage  scheme  sanc¬ 
tioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board  for  the  lower  part  of  the 
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town  is  now  complete  and  in  full  working  order  and  giving  satisfaction, 
and  the  whole  town  is  now  efficiently  sewered. 

The  treatment  at  the  outfall  works  is  by  means  of  bacteria 
beds,  precipitition  tanks  and  percolating  filters. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  as  to  any  nuisance  arising  there¬ 
from  during  the  period  under  review. 

The  scavenging  for  the  whole  district  is  done  by  one  contractor 
and  necessitates  the  emptying  of: — 

965  dry  ashpits  ...  monthly  1,676  pail  closets  ...  weekly 

1,115  dust  bins  ...  weekly  278  cesspools  ...  monthly 

The  present  system  of  pails  is  costly  and  insanitary  and  a 
conversion  to  water  carriage  will  be  enforced  whenever  practicable; 
to  do  this  however  means  that  a  greater  water  supply  must  be 
acquired. 

The  contents  of  ash  pits  and  dust  bins  are  “tipped  ”  in  Leicester 
Street,  and  as  this  is  nearly  exhausted  and  causes  some  nuisance,  the 
need  for  a  destructor  becomes  more  urgent  and  should  be  provided 
at  an  early  date. 

Adoptive  Acts. — During  1913  the  following  sections  of  the 
Public  Health  Amendment  Act  1907,  have  been  adopted,  viz: — 
Parts  II,  III,  IV,  V,  VI,  and  sections  79,  81,  84,  86  of  part  VII, 
and  sections  87,  88,  89  of  part  VIII,  and  also  part  X.  No  new  bye¬ 
laws  were  made. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  186  now  on  the 

register,  an  increase  of  6  upon  last  year.  A  sewing  factory,  a 
builder’s  yard,  2  bakers  and  confectioners  and  2  dressmakers  being 
added. 

There  have  been  many  infringements  of  the  bye-laws  which  are 
set  out  in  the  Inspector’s  report,  the  particulars  of  different  workers 
is  also  seen  in  the  appendix. 

Milk  Supply  . — No  legal  action  in  connection  with  the  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds  Order  has  been  taken. 

There  are  11  cowsheds  and  12  milk  shops,  and  34  inspections 
of  the  former  and  27  of  the  latter  have  been  made.  'Three  notices 
for  breach  of  regulations  have  been  issued. 

Periodical  limewashing  is  enforced  and  one  has  had  the  Council’s 
water  laid  on  to  the  premises. 

There  are  three  ice  cream  factories  which  are  regulaily  inspected. 
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H  ©using. — There  has  been  a  loss  of  8  cottages  which  are 
demolished — they  include  the  six  houses  condemned  as  unfit  for 
habitation  last  year. 

On  the  other  hand  some  60  new  dwelling  houses  have  been 
erected  of  a  type  from  4/6  to  5/6  per  week  all  with  modern 
conveniences  and  some  with  baths. 

Nine  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with  and  seven  cases 
of  filthy  premises  depending  upon  the  character  of  the  tenants. 

There  has  been  also  some  building  within  a  mile  of  the  district 
of  many  workmen’s  houses  but  usually  of  the  higher  rented  type. 
The  pressure  is  not  perhaps  quite  so  acute  as  it  was  but  there  is 
still  great  need  for  decent  sanitary  dwellings  to  replace  many  of  the 
older  and  insanitary  ones  which  exist. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  those  defects  left  in 


hand  at  the  close  of  1912: — 

In 

In 

hand. 

Repaired. 

hand. 

Unfit  for  Habitation . 

.  8 

8  ... 

0 

Yards . 

.  6 

6  ... 

0 

Drains . . . 

.  15 

...  15  ... 

0 

Closets  . 

.  24 

8  ... 

16 

Ashpits  . 

.  19 

...  12  ... 

7 

Doors  . 

.  0 

o  ... 

0 

Windows . 

.  29 

...  o  ... 

29 

Bedrooms,  Floors  and  Stairs . 

.  30 

0  ... 

30 

Walls  and  Ceilings . 

.  0 

...  o  ... 

0 

Overcrowding . 

.  61 

...  48  ... 

13 

Filthy  Premises . 

.  0 

o  ... 

0 

Spouts . 

.  0 

o  ... 

0 

Roofs . 

.  5 

3  ••• 

2 

Dampness  . 

.  0 

0  ... 

0 

Insufficient  Ventilation  . 

.  2 

9 

•  •  •  m  •  •  • 

0 

199  ...  102  ...  97 


During  the  year  under  review  126  houses  were  inspected,  14 
were  found  unfit  for  habitation.  All  were  within  limits  of  rent  in 
Section  14  of  Act  of  1909,  of  which  there  are  3560;  no  houses  were 
closed  by  the  local  authority. 

There  are  no  cellar  dwellings  in  the  district  and  about  130  back- 
to-back  houses. 
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The  annexed  table  shows  the  principal  defects  and  the  number 
remedied : — 


<0 

<0  . 

C 

to  ^ 

^  o 
o  *0.1 

. 

5* 

is 

•>* 

8 

e 

■w 

»* 

°  S2 

O 

•  s  5 

o  W 

o  ** 

£ 

< 

Number  Inspected . 

.  126  ... 

54  ... 

72  ... 

0 

...  0 

Unfit  for  Habitation  . 

.  14  ... 

0  ... 

o  ... 

0 

...  14 

Yards  . 

.  0  ... 

91  ... 

35  ... 

27 

...  0 

Drains . 

.  0  ... 

114  ... 

12  ... 

12 

...  0 

Closets  . 

.  0  ... 

106  ... 

20  ... 

13 

...  7 

Doors . 

0  ... 

116  ... 

10  ... 

6 

...  4 

Spouts . 

.  0  ... 

120  ... 

6  ... 

6 

...  0 

Damp  . 

.  o  ... 

o  ... 

o  ... 

0 

...  0 

Insufficient  Ventilation  . 

.  o  ... 

o  ... 

o  ... 

0 

...  0 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  held  an  enquiry  regarding 
an  application  by  the  local  authority  for  sanction  to  borrow  £ 8,500 
for  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  the  erection  thereon  of  48  dwellings 
for  the  working  class. 

In  spite  of  some  strenuous  opposition  by  a  certain  section  of 
ratepayers  on  various  grounds,  the  site  and  erection  of  houses  has 
been  sanctioned. 

Several  drafts  of  town  planning  have  been  attempted  and 
conferences  held  with  the  adjoining  authority  but  no  definite  arrange¬ 
ments  have  so  far  been  completed. 

HENRY  EDWARD  GOUGH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February  14th , 


1914. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913  and  previous  Years. 
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Total  population  at  all  ages,  18,151.  ,  At  Census  Area  of  District  in  acres  1 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  3,831 .  [  of  (exclusive  of  area  covered  >  1,785. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4  7.  )  1911.  by  water).  ) 


TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1913. 
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Vh 

O 

ro 


Isolation  (Northwich  Rural  and  Northwich,  Middlewich,  and  Total  available  WR  Number  of  diseases  that  can  ) 

Hospital  {  Winsford  Urban  Isolation  Hospital,  Leftwich.  1  ^4-  be  concurrently  treated ) 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1913. 


Nett  Deaths  at 

the  Subjoined 

Ages 

OF 

“  Residents, 

’  WHETHER 

OCCURRING  WITHIN 

Total 

OR  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 

Deaths 

whether 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  i  year. 

i  and  under  2. 

2  and  under  5. 

5  and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  under  45. 

45  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

OF 

Residents 
or  Non- 
Residents 
in  Insti¬ 
tutions  in 

THE 

District. 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

...  (  Certified . 

269 

71 

15 

12 

6 

1 1 

22 

50 

82 

All  causes.. -j  TT  ..£  , 

(  Uncertified  . . . 

.... 

Enteric  Fever . 

I 

I 

Small  Pox  . 

Measles  . 

13 

I 

I 

s 

7 

Scarlet  fever  . 

J 

I 

Whooping-cough  . 

Diptheria  and  croup . 

s 

2 

2 

I 

Influenza . 

J 

2 

I 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  / 

Tuberculosis) . f 

15 

1 

3 

7 

4 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . 

2 

I 

I 

.  • 

#  # 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

3 

I 

I 

I 

Cancer,  malignant  disease. 
Rheumatic  Fever  . 

12 

2 

1 

5 

1 

7 

1 

Meningitis  . 

2 

I 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease. .  . . 
Bronchitis  . 

20 

18 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

7 

2 

9 

13 

6 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .... 
Other  diseases  of  respira-) 

13 

7 

I 

2 

x 

I 

I 

I 

tory  organs  . J 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. .  . . 

4 

13 

8 

2 

I 

•  • 

2 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver . 

Alcoholism  . 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

4 

2 

•  • 

4 

3 

Nephritis  &  Bright’s  disease 

Puerperal  Fever . 

Other  accidents  and  dis-) 

7 

•  • 

2 

3 

2 

•  •  •  • 

eases  of  Pregnancy  and  - 
Parturition  . J 

I 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

.... 

Congenital  Debility  and) 
Malformation,  includ- 1 

34 

33 

I 

ing  Premature  Birth  . .  j 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding) 

Suicide . j 

Suicides  . 

7 

*  * 

2 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

•  •  •  • 

Other  defined  diseases  .... 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  ) 

86 

16 

2 

I 

1 

5 

M 

47 

15 

unknown . ( 

269 

7i 

15 

12 

6 

11 

22 

50 

82 

33 

Old  Age  . 

Bronchial-Pneumonia  .... 

34 

5 

5 

34 

5 

14 


TABLE  IV. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Q  « 

_  u 
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r°  c 


ALL  CAUSES: 

Certified  . . . 
Uncertified  . 


28 


40 


1 1 
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1 
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Small-pox  . 

Chicken-pox  .... 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever .... 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup. 

Erysipelas  . 

Tuberculous  ) 

Meningitis  . 

Abdominal 

Tuberculosis  (h) 
Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  . 

Meningitis  ] 

(not  Tuberculous )  . .  j 

Convulsions . 

Laryngitis . 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Diarrhoea  . 

Enteritis . 

Gastritis  . 

Syphilis  . 

Rickets  . 

Suffocation,  over-  ) 

lying . ) 

Injury  at  Birth . 

Atelectasis . 

Congenital 

Malformations  (c) 
Premature  Birth 
Atrophy,  Debility,  ) 
and  Marasmus  . .  ) 
Other  Causes . 


1 

4 

13 

6 

3 


28 


1 

2 


1 

4 

r4 

8 
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40 
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2  1 
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11 
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14 

12 
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Nett  Births  in  the  year  {^“2% 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  j 
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Factories ,  Workshops ,  Laundries ,  Workplaces  and  Homework. 


1.— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

1 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

2 

Written 

Notices. 

3 

Prosecutions. 

4 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

77 

7 

•  • 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

237 

3i 

•  • 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report). 

•  • 

•  • 

•  * 

Total 

3i4 

38 

•  • 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  :* 

Want  of  cleanliness 

13 

12 

•  • 

Want  of  ventilation 

7 

7 

•  • 

Overcrowding  . . 

2 

2 

•  • 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

2 

2 

•  • 

Other  nuisances 

18 

17 

•  * 

[  insufficient 

8 

6 

2 

Sanitary  unsuitable  or  defective  . 

Accommodation  j 

2 

2 

(  not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

•  • 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 

house  (S.  101) 

•  • 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 

for  bakehouses  (SS.  97  to  100). 

•  • 

•  • 

Other  offences  . . 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which 

are  included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report). 

Total 

52 

48 

2 

Number  of 
Prosecutions. 


5 


“•“Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8,  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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3.— HOMI 


Outworkers'  Lists,  Section  107. 


Nature  of  Work. 


Wearing  Apparel  : 

(1)  making,  &c. 

(2)  cleaning  and  washing. . 
Household  Linen 

Lace,  Lace  Curtains  and  Nets 
Curtains  and  Furniture  Hangings 
Furniture  and  Upholstery 
Cart  Gear 

Anchors  and  Grapnels 
Locks,  Latches  and  Keys 
Umbrellas,  &c.  .. 

Artificial  Flowers 
Tents 

Sacks  ..  *•  ••  * . 

Feather  Sorting.  . 

Basket  Making 

Chocolates  and  Sweetmeats  . . 


Total 


Lists  received  from  Employers. 


Twice  in  the  year. 

Once  in  the  year. 

Outworkers 

Outworkers. 

Lists. 

Con¬ 

tractors. 

Workmen. 

Lists. 

Con¬ 

tractors. 

Workme 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

12 

12 

7 

7 

2 

2 

2 

.... 

2 

*  *  *  * 

4 

4 

2 

2 

4* 

2 

2 

4 

4 

2 

2 

6 

6 

1 

1 

3 

3 

.... 

.... 

.... 

47 

.... 

47 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


WORK. 


Notices 
served  on 
Occupiers 
as  to 
keeping 
or  sending 
lists. 

8 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome 
Premises,  Section  108. 

Outwork  in  Infected  Premises, 
Sections  109,  no. 

Prosecutions. 

E  Instances. 

m  Notices  served. 

£  Prosecutions. 

£  Instances. 

M  Orders  made 

(Section  no). 

Prosecutions 

(Sections 

109,  no). 

Failing  to 
keep  or 
permit 
inspection 
of  lists. 

9 

Failing 
to  send 
lists. 

10 

50 

.... 

•  *  *  * 

•  •  •  • 

.... 

•  •  •  • 

.... 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

8.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

1 

Number. 

2 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (S.  133)  . . 

4 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

6 

by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remedi¬ 
able  under  the  Public  Health  - 
Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act  (S.  5) 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to 
.  H.M.  Inspector  .. 

5 

Other 

•  •  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

16 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  : 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

•  •  •  • 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . 

•  • 

•  •  •  • 

CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

General  Order  of  Local  Government  Board  (Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Inspectors  of  Nuisances),  December  13th,  1910. 

Tabular  Statement  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1913. 
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Sanitary  Department, 

Council  House, 

Northwich, 

1st  January ,  1914. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Urban  District  Council,  Northwich. 

26th  Annual  Report. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  26th  Annual  Report. 

Throughout  the  year  isolated  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred, 
mostly  of  a  very  mild  type. 

During  the  last  half  of  the  year,  for  the  third  time,  an  epidemic  of 
enteric  appeared  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  Street,  John  Street, 
and  Yorkshire  Buildings.  This  gave  us  a  good  deal  of  trouble  but 
again  it  was  stamped  out.  The  whole  of  this  neighbourhood  was 
thoroughly  disinfected  with  a  strong  solution  of  disinfectant;  streets, 
yards,  drains,  gullies  and  sanitary  premises,  etc.,  being  thoroughly 
dealt  with  by  the  Council’s  staff.  The  Gas  Company,  who  have 
become  owners  of  a  large  amount  of  property  in  New  Street,  have 
taken  the  proper  steps  to  safeguard  against  a  future  outbreak 
of  this  disease  by  pulling  down  old  houses  in  one  of  the  courts 
and  erecting  on  the  land  washhouses  and  water  closets  for  the  use 
of  the  adjoining  property.  This  improvement  might  with  advantage 
be  carried  out  in  other  parts  of  the  locality,  and  would  without  doubt 
go  a  long  way  towards  stopping  any  future  epidemic. 

During  the  same  time  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria  took  place  and 
spread  over  most  of  the  district.  Many  of  these  cases  were 
imported  from  other  districts  during  the  holidays,  and  I  notified  several 
of  these  anthorities  that  I  have  received  cases  from  their  neighbour¬ 
hood. 
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Scavenging. — This  work  is  still  carried  out  under  one  contractor 
and  continues  to  give  great  satisfaction  both  to  the  public  and  myself. 

Tips  have  now  become  a  serious  question  as  the  one  in  use 
in  Leicester  Street  is  nearly  used  to  its  fullest  extent,  and  will  soon 
have  to  be  discontinued  as  a  tip  for  dry  refuse.  The  Council  have 
under  consideration  the  erection  of  a  destructor.  This  will  meet  a 
long-felt  want  and  remove  a  serious  menace  to  the  health  of  the  town. 

Again  no  written  notices  have  been  given  to  the  scavengers,  verbal 
notices  having  had  immediate  attention. 

During  the  year  8,200  loads  of  dry  refuse  have  been  removed  and 
2,200  loads  of  night  soil  at  a  total  cost  of  £1350,  an  increase  in  the 
cost  compared  with  last  year.  The  conversion  of  pails  and  cess¬ 
pools  to  the  water  carriage  system  will  in  the  near  future  reduce  the 
cost  of  scavenging  as  well  as  improve  the  health  of  the  town. 

Nine  cesspools  have  been  put  on  the  pail  system  and  the  cesspools 
removed,  the  neighbourhood  being  unsuitable  to  the  water  carriage 
system.  There  were  no  ashpits  to  these  houses  but  they  are  now 
supplied  with  suitable  galvanized  ash  bins  which  are  removed  weekly. 

During  the  year  113  sanitary  pails  have  been  supplied  by 
the  Council,  79  of  which  were  renewals  replacing  leaky  and 
defective  pails,  the  remaining  34  being  applied  for  by  property  own¬ 
ers  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  pails  that  had  not  been  purchased 
from  the  Council.  The  cost  to  the  Council  for  replacing  these 
pails  will  become  less  as  the  water  carriage  system  increases. 
There  is  a  serious  danger  in  connection  with  sanitary  pails  where  the 
duplicate  system  does  not  exist,  as  pails  that  have  been  in  use  for  a 
few  years  become  encrusted  with  excreta  and  other  matter  retaining 
disease  of  all  descriptions  for  an  indefinite  period  to  the  danger  of  any 
one  using  the  closet. 

During  the  year  45  cesspools  and  pails  have  been  converted 
into  water  closets,  the  cesspools  filled  up  and  the  pails  removed. 
The  ashpits  in  connection  with  these  houses  have  also  been 
removed  and  ashbins  supplied  in  their  place.  The  removal  of 
the  ashpits  and  the  substitution  of  ashbins  increases  the  work  of 
scavenging  as  they  have  to  be  removed  each  week,  but  they  are 
an  improvement  to  the  sanitation  of  the  district. 

Demolition  of  Property. — The  six  houses  condemned  last 
year  have  been  removed  and  washhouses  and  water  closets 
erected  on  the  land.  A  public-house  has  been  closed  and  removed 
from  its  old  site  to  more  suitable  land  adjoining,  where  it  will  be 
used  as  offices.  A  cycle  and  motor  shed  has  been  pulled  down 
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for  reconstruction-  and  improvement,  and  12  houses  are  under  the 
consideration  of.  the  Council  with  a  view  to  closing  them  when 
suitable  houses  are  obtained  for  the  tenants. 

New  Property. — Sixty  dwelling-houses  have  been  erected  during 
the  year  and  are  all  on  the  modern  system,  provided  with  water 
closets  and  a  few  with  baths.  The  whole  are  workmen’s  cottages, 
mostly  four  roomed,  and  let  at  4/6  and  5  -  per  week  clear.  They 
are  all  tenanted,  and  this  will  help  to  a  great  extent  to  meet  the 
demand  for  this  class  of  dwelling. 

Legal  Notices. — During  the  year  I  have  served  52  legal  notices 
and  176  informal  notices  for  alteration,  reconstruction  and  improve¬ 
ment  to  property  that  had  become  defective  through  subsidence  and 
other  causes.  200  of  these  have  been  carried  out  to  my  satisfaction 
and  the  other  28  are  in  hand  and  will  be  carried  out  as  early  as 
possible.  These  do  not  include  verbal  notices  and  instructions 
given  when  inspections  are  taking  place  as  the  latter  are  not 
tabulated  and  cannot  be  given  in  this  report. 

Filthy  Premises. — Forty-five  cases  of  filthy  premises  came 
under  my  observation  during  the  year,  many  of  which  are  caused 
by  neglect,  and  some  are  caused  by  subsidence  causing  defects  in  the 
sanitary  arrangements.  There  were  only  seven  cases  in  connection 
with  the  internal  part  of  the  dwellings,  the  remaining  16  were 
closets,  ashpits,  yards,  passages  and  drains,  and  are  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Council. 

Overcrowding. — Nine  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt 
with  during  the  year  in  houses  with  three  families  living  in  them, 
but  do  not  include  houses  with  large  families  or  two  families 
inhabiting  one  house. 

I  find  that  as  the  small  dwellings  are  built  overcrowding  by  three 
families  become  less  and  much  more  readily  dealt  with,  and  may 
soon  disappear  from  the  district. 

Lodging  Houses. — There  are  six  registered  common  Lodging 
Houses  on  the  register  providing  accommodation  for  127  persons. 
These  have  been  visited  periodically  during  the  year,  both  by 
day  and  night,  and  the  attention  of  the  keeper  called  to  any 
infringement  when  found.  The  usual  cleansing  and  limewashing 
was  carried  out  by  my  instructions,  and  each  of  the  tenants  have 
been  called  upon  to  provide  clean  bedding.  Two  were  notified 
of  the  filthy  state  of  the  walls  and  floors  of  the  bedrooms  and  these 
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were  cleansed ;  one  had  the  sanitary  premises  altered,  improved, 
and  the  water  carriage  system  fixed.  No  infectious  disease  was 
found  on  any  of  the  premises. 

General  Inspection. — I  have  made  4,380  inspections  of  2,800 
cottages  in  the  district.  On  these  inspections  however,  outhouses, 
yards,  drains,  back  passages  and  sanitary  premises  have  been 
examined  and  alterations  and  improvements  carried  out  at  my 
request.  Premises  have  been  cleansed,  drains  opened,  cleaned 
and  relaid,  gullies  fixed  to  yards,  ventilators  connected  to  drains, 
yards  and  back  passages  relaid,  repaired  and  otherwise  improved,  the 
bulk  of  this  work  being  done  under  verbal  notice. 

H  ouse  Drains. — One  hundred  and  seven  house  drains  have 
been  opened,  cleaned,  relaid  and  tested  by  the  Council’s  staff. 
Many  blocked  gullies,  broken  pipes  and  ventilators  which  had 
been  damaged  by  subsidence  have  been  altered,  repaired,  and  in 
some  cases  replaced  by  fixing  new  ones  to  the  premises.  In 
three  cases  the  yards  were  taken  up,  levelled,  repaired  and  relaid 
with  blue  brick  grounded  in  cement. 

Manure  Heaps. — Twenty-five  informal  notices  have  been 
served  for  the  removal  of  manure  heaps  that  had  become  a  nuisance 
and  which  were  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  neighbourhood. 
Accummulations  of  garbage  from  fish  shops,  slaughter-houses  and 
greengrocers  have  been  supervised  and  removed — chiefly  twice 
weekly.  Fish  hawkers  have  been  notified  not  to  deposit  any 
offal  on  the  public  streets.  Farmers  have  also  been  notified  as 
to  the  overloading  of  their  manure  carts  as  these  often  shed  manure 
as  they  pass  along  the  public  streets. 

Offensive  Trades. — These  have  also  been  kept  under  strict 
supervision  during  the  year.  Three  letters  have  been  written  to 
tradesmen  as  to  foul  smells  arising  from  their  premises  and  these 
proved  effective.  One  was  reported  to  the  Council  for  using  his 
yard  as  a  knacker’s  yard  without  having  a  licence  for  the  pupose, 
this  was  stopped  and  the  premises  cleaned  and  disinfected. 
Disinfectants  have  been  freely  used  by  each  tradesman,  who 
received  them  free  on  application.  Limewashing  has  been  more 
frequent  than  formerly,  the  lime  being  supplied  by  the  Council 
free  on  application. 

Keeping  of  Animals. — P.H.A.,  1875,  S  91,  (3).  Five  premises 
have  been  found  to  come  under  this  section  during  the  year  and 
in  each  case  it  was  the  keeping  of  pigs  and  fowl  in  such  a  state 


as  to  be  a  nuisance.  In  one  case  the  animal  had  to  be  sold  and 
the  styes  removed  before  the  premises  could  be  cleaned  and 
disinfected. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  twelve  slaughter  houses  on 
the  register,  one  more  than  last  year;  these  have  all  been  visited 
several  times  during  the  year  and  were  generally  found  to  be 
clean  and  in  good  order.  Three  were  notified  of  accumulation 
of  manure  which  was  removed  at  once,  one  had  new  utensils 
supplied  for  the  removal  of  garbage,  and  the  drains  taken  up, 
cleaned  and  relaid,  two  had  slight  alterations  and  repair  to  their 
floors  which  had  been  damaged  by  subsidence. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops. — There  are  eleven 
cowsheds  on  the  register,  the  same  number  as  last  year,  and  each 
has  been  visited  several  times  during  the  year.  They  were  all  found 
to  be  in  good  order  and  very  clean.  A  new  water  supply  has  been 
laid  on  to  one  of  the  milk  houses  and  this  supplies  the  consumer  both 
for  milk  house  and  shippons.  The  usual  limewashing  has  been 
carried  out  twice  during  the  year.  One  sample  of  milk  has  been  sent 
for  analysis  and  was  found  to  be  of  good  standard.  No  infectious 
disease  was  found  on  any  of  the  premises. 

There  are  fourteen  registered  milk  sellers  in  the  district;  this 
is  the  same  number  as  last  year.  One  removed  from  one 
part  of  the  district  and  opened  in  another.  These  have  been  visited 
and  found  to  be  in  good  order,  the  utensils  and  premises  being 
well  cleaned  and  sterilized  each  time  they  were  used. 

Ice  Cream. — There  are  three  ice  cream  manufacturers  in  the 
district.  In  my  opinion  this  is  a  trade  which  should  be  registered, 
and  each  hawker  should  be  compelled  to  have  a  licence  before 
being  allowed  to  handle  this  class  of  foodstuff.  The  utensils 
should  also  be  sterilized  each  time  they  are  used  otherwise  there 
is  a  danger  of  infection. 

Canal  Boats. — Periodical  visits  have  been  paid  to  that  portion 
of  the  river  which  passes  through  the  district.  Many  boats  have  been 
met,  but  being  registered  under  the  Merchant  Shipping  Acts  do 
not  come  under  my  supervision.  Five  came  under  the  Canal  Boats 
Act,  four  being  in  good  order,  but  one  had  no  certificate  aboard  and 
the  owner  was  notified  and  the  certificate  produced  at  once.  By  order 
of  the  L.G.B.  Inspector  I  have  done  my  best  to  trace  the  boats  now 
on  the  register  and  the  following  is  what  I  find 

Nos.  1,  18,  19,  22,  24,  25,  26,  28,  31,  33,  34,  38,  39,  41,  45,  46, 
49,  50,  51,  52,  53,  54,  56,  69,  74,  79,  80,  86,  87,  88,  90  are  broken  up. 
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The  following  are  sold  to  the  Liverpool  Lighterage  Company, 
and  used  in  the  river  Mersey  and  registered  under  the  M.S.A.: — 

Nos.  2,  7,  11,  13,  15,  16,  17,  20,  21,  23,  27,  30,  35,  45,  55,  57,  58, 

59,  60,  62,  63,  68,  70,  71,  75,  78,  81,  82,  83,  84,  91,  96. 

The  following  are  re  registered  under  the  M.S.A. : — 

Nos.  3,  5,  6,  8,  12,  14,  29,  32,  36,  37,  40,  44,  61,  64,  65,  66,  72, 

89,  90. 

Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  own  the  following  boats  which  ply  between 
Winnington  and  Liverpool  and  do  not  come  into  the  North wich 
waters  : — 

Nos.  4,  42,  73,  92,  93,  94,  95,  100,  101,  102,  103,  104,  105. 

The  following  ply  on  the  North  Staffordshire  Canal  and  the 
Ship  Canal  to  Manchester  : — 

85,  97,  98,  106,  110,  113,  114,  115,  116,  117,  119,  120,  121,  122, 

123,  124,  125,  126. 

No.  81  is  at  Birkenhead,  and  Nos.  10,  47,  48  are  now  at  Winsford. 

The  remaining  Nos.  are: — 77,  106a,  107,  108,  109,  118.  The 
boats  ply  in  any  water  and  are  chiefly  owned  by  the  Northwich 
Carrying  Company.  A  few  of  these  boats  have  been  re-registered 
from  other  districts,  the  authorities  of  which  have  been  notified  of  the 
re-registration. 

Factories  and  "Workshops. — There  are  186  factories  and 
workshops  on  the  register,  which  is  six  more  than  last  year.  A  new 
sewing  factory  has  been  opened  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  Two 
dressmakers  have  been  registered  and  two  bakers  and  confectioners 
have  opened  premises.  One  builder  and  contractor  has  opened 
premises  in  the  district.  Six  have  had  repairs  carried  out  to  their 
sanitary  arrangements  and  thirteen  have  had  to  be  dealt  with  for 
uncleanness.  Seven  had  blocked  ventilators,  two  were  overcrowded, 
ten  had  insufficient  or  defective  closet  accommodation,  sixteen  had 
defective  or  blocked  drains  which  had  to  taken  up,  cleaned  and 
relaid.  A  serious  outbreak  of  enteric  fever  occurred  on  the  premises 
of  one  of  the  out-workers.  These  premises  were  closed  for  two 
months  while  it  lasted.  The  premises  were  then  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  disinfected,  the  sanitary  premises  pulled  down  and 
reconstructed  on  the  water  carriage  system,  and  the  ashpit  removed 
and  ashbins  supplied. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  23  bakehouses  in  the  district,  and  all 
are  above  ground;  this  is  two  more  than  last  year.  Visits  have 
been  made  periodically  to  these  places  during  the  year,  and  the 
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usual  limewashing  and  cleaning  have  taken  place.  One  has  been 
reconstructed,  enlarged  and  re-drained,  and  otherwise  improved. 
A  new  floor  has  been  laid  down  in  one  that  had  become  defective 
through  subsidence.  The  others  were  found  to  be  clean  and  in 
good  order. 

Meat  Inspection. — During  the  year  1  have  paid  periodical 
visits  to  butchers’  shops,  slaughter  houses,  sausage  and  pork  pie 
factories,  fish  shops,  greengrocers  and  the  public  market,  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  meat  and  foodstuff's  generally.  A  butcher’s 
shop  was  found  with  defective  drains  and  defective  closet 
accommodation,  and  the  drains  were  taken  up,  relaid  with  stone 
ware  gullies  fixed  to  the  yard,  a  ventilator  connected  to  the  drain, 
and  the  closet  put  on  the  water  carriage  system.  Several  cases 
of  ptomaine  poisoning  have  been  traced  to  these  premises.  141bs. 
of  pressed  beef  were  sent  for  analysis,  this  showed  slight  traces 
of  the  ptomaine  poison,  but  the  beef  was  returned  as  sound  and 
not  diseased. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. — One  hundred  and 
twenty-six  houses  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  as  follows: — 
Royle  Street  38  houses,  which  are  all  six  roomed  cottages;  28  are 
on  the  water  carriage  system,  the  other  ten  being  on  the  pail  system. 
Four  of  the  pails  were  found  to  be  defective  and  each  house  was 
supplied  with  an  ashbin. 

Norbury  Street,  16  houses,  5  only  being  supplied  with  water 
closets,  the  others  having  pails  and  ashpits.  Since  this  inspection, 
the  pail  closets  being  more  or  less  defective,  I  have  had  five  of  the 
pails  removed  and  the  water  carriage  system  substituted.  The 
yards  and  drains  were  also  taken  up,  relaid  and  otherwise  improved. 

William  Street,  17  houses — All  are  on  the  pail  system  with  one 
ashpit  for  two  houses  and  as  these  closets  are  very  defective  they 
should  be  put  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

Owen  Street,  9  houses— All  are  on  the  pail  system  with  one 
ashpit  for  two  houses.  The  closet  doors  are  defective,  some  are 
without  doors  and  are  dangerous  to  use  and  should  be  attended  to 
or  put  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

There  are  12  houses  in  Slade  Street,  mostly  on  the  pail  system, 
with  one  ashpit  for  two  houses.  Since  my  inspection  two  have  been 
converted  into  W.C.’s. 

Alan  Street,  24  houses,  of  which  17  are  pail  closets  and  7  water 
closets  with  ashbins.  These  pails  are  mostly  supplied  from  the 
Council’s  stores  and  are  liable  for  removal. 

Overcrowding  has  not  been  found  on  any  of  the  above  premises. 
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Pipe  Makers  Yard  off  Witton  Street — There  are  6  houses  in  this 
Court  which  are  small,  dark,  damp  and  without  proper  ventilation. 
These  are  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council  with  a  view  to 
closing  as  soon  as  proper  provision  can  be  made  for  the  tenants. 

Notification  of  Phthisis  . — This  act  came  in  force  on  the  first 
of  February  of  this  year,  and  during  the  11  months  of  this  year 
32  cases  have  been  notified  of  which  7  died,  3  left  the  town,  and 
4  have  been  reported  as  cured.  This  leaves  18  still  on  the  register. 
Each  case  was  visited,  instruction  given,  and  disinfectants  supplied, 
the  houses  where  deaths  took  place  being  thoroughly  cleansed 
and  disinfected. 

In  closing  this  report  allow  me  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  the  other  officials  for  the  kind  consideration  and 
assistance  they  have  given  me  in  carrying  out  the  multifarious 
duties  connected  with  my  office. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  yours  obediently, 

CHAS.  POTTS, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


